Introduction to Physiology Volume 3 by Hugh Davson and M B Segal pp x + 656 illustrated £9.80 London &c.: Academic Press 1976 New York: Grune & Stratton When this book arrived on my desk, I was excited to see it because physiologists have long lacked suitable introductions to their subject to recommend to their students. I then noted that this was Volume 3 of six volumes. This volume is Part I of 'Control Mechanisms' and the subjects treated are body temperature, vascular circulation, respiration, alimentary process (which includes thirty pages of the bladder), hmmostasis of the blood and hmmostasis in the nervous system. I cannot recommend this as an introduction for medical students. The complete set will comprise, presumably, a complete coverage of physiology which is of a similar standard to those which used to appear in 'Recent Advances in Physiology', without, in this volume, the special insight that experts sometimes provided in their own field in that series. The section on temperature control seemed to give an incomplete picture of the dispute which continues on bacterial pyrogens, while the alimentary section is disappointing in neglecting the recent advances in polypeptides other than gastrin, secretin and cholecystokinin (CCK) which probably play an important part in regulating motor activity in the gut and possibly modulate absorption. There is no mention of the trophic effect of the gastrointestinal hormones and on page 348, one regrets the reference to these hormones as enzymes. Most regrettable is the lack of any reference to Szurszewski (American Journal of Physiology, 1969 Physiology, , 217, 1757 Physiology, -1763 and consequent work describing the canine interdigestive migrating complex. The book will, however, be valuable in providing a good source of many valuable references. K This book is aimed at 'physicians, nurses and inhalation therapists'. However, this is such a wide target that it cannot possibly hit them all, and the general tone and pace are below that which most doctors would find acceptable, even though the author is clearly an expert and a very sound practical man. I have given the book to the nursing staff on our intensive care unit who will find it useful.
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